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CONFIDENTIAL BUJUMBURA 0447 


E.O.: 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, BY, CG, AO 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE BURUNDI MEDIATION ATTEMPT IN SHABA ISSUE 
REF : BUJUMBURA 408 (NOTAL) 

WE HAVE HEARD FROM A WESTERN AMBASSADOR HERE THAT BURUNDI 
FONMIN MUGANGA'S TRIP TO KINSHASA APRIL 20 WITH A MESSAGE 
FROM BAGAZA TO MOBUTU (REFTEL) WAS TO BE FOLLOWED WITH 
HIS FURTHER TRAVEL TO LUANDA WITH ANOTHER MESSAGE FROM 
BAGAZA TO NETO. WE ARE PUZZLED AT THIS BURUNDIAN ACTIVISM, 
SINCE MUGANGA HAD TOLD ME HIMSELF ON MARCH 30 (BUJUMBURA 
334) THAT BURUNDI AND ITS NEW PRESIDENT IN EFFECT HAD TOO 
LITTLE PRESTIGE TO CONTEMPLATE ANY MEDIATION EFFORT. ON 
ON THE OTHER HAND, MUGANGA VISITED DAR ES SALAAM AROUND 
APRIL 10 TO 12, OSTENSIBLY TO INVITE NYERERE TO VISIT 
BURUDNI SOON, AND LATTER MAY HAVE URGED BURUNDI TO BECOME 
FRONT MAN (BECAUSE ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH ANGOLA AND ZAIRE 
REGIMES) FOR EFFORT TO FIND SOME BASIS FOR ENDING THE 
SHABA AFFAIR, WHICH NYERERE COULD NOT RPT NOT DO HIMSELF 
BECAUSE OF DISCORD BETWEEN HIMSELF AND MOBUTU. FOREIGN 
OFFICE HERE HAS NOT PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED MUGANGA'S TRIP 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AND, AS USUAL, WILL TELL US NOTHING, EXCEPT THAT FONMIN 
WILL BE AWAY TEN TO FIFTEEN DAYS. 
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